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Swinburne argues compellingly that the existence of the universe, its law-governed
nature and fine-tuning, human consciousness and moral awareness, and evidence of
miracles and religious experience, all taken together (and despite the occurrence of
pain and suffering), make it likely that there is a God.

Swinburne’ s argument for the existence of God. Richard Swinburne developed an
argument that argued for the existence of God through religious experience as he
argued * on our total evidence, theism is more probable than not' . However he
doesn’ t completely base his proof for god on religious experience but takes an
accumulative approach as he also a number of other approaches such as the design
argument and cosmological argument etc.

Abstract. This book assesses the worth of arguments for and against the existence of
God. Evidence confirms (makes more probable) an explanatory hypothesis in so far
as (1) given the hypothesis the evidence is to be expected, that is the hypothesis

makes the evidence probable, (2) the evidence is not otherwise to be expected, (3)
Page 1/3



the hypothesis is simple, and (4) it fits with background knowledge (i.e., knowledge
about how things behave in neighbouring fields of enquiry).

. F | ord-Scholarshi
Richard Swinburne was born on the 26th December, 1934 in the United Kingdom. He
is a British philosopher of religion who is also an Emeritus Professor of philosophy at
the University of Oxford in England. Over the last 5 decades, Richard Swinburne has
been an influential proponent of philosophical arguments of the existence of God.

The most general phenomenon that provides evidence for the existence of God is the
existence of the physical universe for as long as it has existed (whether a finite time
or, if it has no beginning, an infinite time). This is something evidently inexplicable
by science.

I . : | Richard i
Swinburne posits the existence of God as a "brute fact” that simply does not have an
explanation. Take it or leave it! It's his hypothesis and he can frame it any way he
pleases. God is a person (and only one person), and as a person he has intentions,
beliefs, and basic powers (p. 97).

hsis of Richard i ‘< Tt . : I
God is internally coherent. The Existence of God is concerned with whether the claim
IS true; it is concerned to assess the weight of arguments from experience for and
against this claim, and to reach a conclusion about whether on balance the arguments
indicate that thereis a Godor that thereis not. The present book assumes that the

FheExistence-of- God—UnB

Richard Swinburne, The Existence of God, 2d ed., Oxford University Press, 2004,
363pp, $24.95 (pbk), ISBN 0199271682. Reviewed by Joshua Golding, Bellarmine
University Richard Swinburne is one of the foremost current philosophers of religion,
and, as he states in his preface, this book is the 'central book' of all that he is written
in the field.

Swinburne argues compellingly that the existence of the universe, its law-governed
nature and fine-tuning, human consciousness and moral awareness, and evidence of
miracles and religious experience, all taken together (and despite the occurrence of
pain and suffering), make it likely that there is a God.

Swinburne's classic attempt to apply Bayes' Theorem to the hypothesis 'God exists'
is a masterful example of inductive argument. If the hypothesis succeeds in offering a
simpler, more powerful, comprehensive explanation that has the best fit with our
background knowledge, then this book provides a powerful argument for the
existence of God.

: . e Cod by Richard Svinl

The theism supported by Swinburne is the hypothesis that there is one God, who is

the creator of the cosmos. According to Swinburne, good God, though having the
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power to benefit or to harm us, would provide significant freedom and responsibility
to his creation, rather than expel evil (Swinburne 262).

chard o . I AN .
The existence and regular behaviour of material objects provide good evidence for
the existence of God, says Swinburne. God made an orderly world to make it suitable
as a theatre for humans. He (uncritically) accepts Paley's argument from design:
"This analogy of animals to complex machines seems to me correct, and its
conclusion justified.”

Moral arguments for God’ s existence form a diverse family of arguments that reason
from some feature of morality or the moral life to the existence of God, usually
understood as a morally good creator of the universe. Moral arguments are both
important and interesting.

Richard Granville Swinburne FBA is an English philosopher. He is an Emeritus
Professor of Philosophy at the University of Oxford. Over the last 50 years
Swinburne has been an influential proponent of philosophical arguments for the
existence of God. His philosophical contributions are primarily in the philosophy of
religion and philosophy of science. He aroused much discussion with his early work
in the philosophy of religion, a trilogy of books consisting of The Coherence of
Theism, The Existen

i chard Swinl ined

Richard Swinburne makes a cumulative argument in The Existence of God, claiming
that given considerations like the existence and fine-tuning of the universe, objective
morality, consciousness, religious experiences and miracles, God is the best
explanation for what we observe in the world.

Link to the full interview: https://youtu.be/S-u_e3mpNVE For more info:
http://capturingchristianity.com/ To support us on Patreon:
https://www.patreon.com/c...

The existence of God is a subject of debate in the philosophy of religion and popular
culture. A wide variety of arguments for and against the existence of God can be
categorized as metaphysical, logical, empirical, subjective or scientific.
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